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23rd February 2011 
West Midlands Young People Speak Out!   

Leading youth work charity UK Youth is pleased to announce the second of the Hearing Unheard Voices Regional Roadshows, which is to take place in the West Midlands at the Birmingham City Library on Tuesday 1st March from 10am -3pm. 

The Roadshow, planned and hosted by young people, will be showcasing Hearing Unheard Voices local campaigns by young people from Dudley Young Carers, Acorns Children’s Hospice and Shropshire Care Crew Council. 

Highlights include a screening of 5 short films around access issues for disabled young people; presentations from young carer’s about a ‘day in their life’ and presentations from young people living in care, and the issues they face with the care system. 

With 50 young people in attendance they will be promoting their campaigns to an audience of 60 decision makers from a range of organisations and councils including representatives from Dudley council’s Integrated Children’s Services department, heads of youth services and frontline youth workers. 
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Hearing Unheard Voices local groups campaigning
Emily Rollins, 15, of Dudley Young Carers said: "This is a fantastic opportunity for us to be able to share our experiences with other young people, get them to understand our experiences, and get decision makers to take note of the recommendations we have to improve youth services for young people affected by the care system in the West Midland regions”
Interviews will be available on the day with young people from Dudley Young Carers, Acorns children hospice and Shropshire Care Crew Council, the workers from the local groups and UK Youth staff working on the Hearing Unheard Voices project.

ENDS

For further media assistance (interviews, quotes, images, comment) contact Emma McEwan on or emma.m@ukyouth.org
Notes for Editors
UK Youth is the leading national youth work charity – www.ukyouth.org supporting over 750,000 young people, 40,000 volunteers and 7,000 youth clubs, groups and projects across the UK. UK Youth helps young people to raise their aspirations, realise their potential and have their achievements recognised.

UK Youth’s Hearing Unheard Voices national project funded by the BIG Lottery Fund,  gives young people the skills and opportunities to speak up to shape services, through media and campaigning activities. Hearing Unheard Voices is open to groups of young people aged 11-18, with a particular focus on those who are rarely heard such as young people who are for example homeless, young carers, LGBT, BME, disabled parents and those who are not engaged with school or training. www.ukyouthhearingunheardvoices.org 
[image: image3.jpg][
BIG.
S

LOTTERY FUNDED






